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PROGRESS REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STANDARD 
FORM OF CONTRACT! 

During 1921-1922 a large amount of cooperative preliminary work 
has been done on the standardization of forms of contract for con- 
struction work. The organizations which have appointed delegates 
to participate in the work are the American Institute of Architects, 
American Railway Engineering Association, Associated General 
Contractors of America, American Society of Civil Engineers, 
American Engineering Council, Association of State Highway Of- 
ficials, National Association of Builders Exchanges, Western Society 
of Engineers and American Water Works Association. The American 
Bar Association was invited to cooperate but decided that such 
standardization was not within the field of its activities. In some 
cases, a participating society has been represented by the chairman 
and one or more members of its committee having contract forms 
in its charge and in other cases specially appointed delegates have 
participated. At the meetings each society had one vote. It is 
gratifying to report that while the discussions of some topics showed 
great differences of opinion at the outset, it has always been prac- 
ticable to reach a conclusion to which all delegates, or practically 
all, agreed. 

A great amount of preparatory work in compiling the comparable 
clauses in several hundred construction contracts was first done by 
the ofiice organization of Gen. R. C. Marshall, Jr., general manager 
of the Associated General Contractors of America. This work 
showed that there is a substantial likeness already existing between 
many contract forms and that the various clauses of the average 
contract could be grouped into two parts, an agreement which would 
be generally applicable with but few minor changes and a statement 
of the general conditions which would be substantially modified in 
some details for each general class of construction. Documents of 
this character were prepared imder General Marshall's direction and 
the first conference of delegates met in Washington in December to 

■ Presented before the Philadelphia Convention, May 17, 1922. 
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discuss them. The sessions were held at the Department of Com- 
merce and Secretary Hoover has shown continuing interest in the 
work, placing at the disposal of the delegates all the facilities his 
department can furnish. Onward Bates, past-president of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, was chosen chairman; John W. 
Cowper, president of the John W. Cowper Company, of Buffalo, 
was chosen vice-chairman, and Ward P. Christie, research engineer 
of the Associated General Contractors, was chosen secretary. 

It developed that the standard form of contract of the American 
Institute of Architects had been used so extensively and so success- 
fully that it was desirable to give special consideration to the helpful 
precedents it furnished. The standard form of contract of the 
American Railway Engineering Association is also used widely as 
the basis of contracts for a large amount of work of widely varying 
character. This first conference, therefore, requested the delegates 
of these two organizations and General Marshall to prepare contract 
docxmients which would harmonize the points of difference in the 
various forms discussed at these December sessions. 

The second conference was held at the Department of Commerce 
in Washington on April 14 and 15. At this meeting there were 
presented a Universal Agreement and General Conditions for Rail- 
road Construction and similar docimaents for building construction. 
These two sets of documents were discussed at length for the purpose 
of harmonizing them to the utmost possible degree. 

The difficulty of attempting to produce standard contract docu- 
ments applying equally well to contracts with an arbitration clause 
and those without one proved insurmountable at this time, so it was 
decided to concentrate attention for the present on documents with 
such a clause. The standard documents of the American Institute 
of Architects are of this class. Most of the delegates favored an 
arbitration clause and none of the delegates were opposed to it on 
principle. The criticisms of it were mainly from the delegates of 
the American Railway Engineering Association, which has preferred 
contracts without an arbitration clause to those with one, on account 
of the special conditions under which railway construction work is 
carried out. 

At the April conference a universal agreement for use, with a 
few verbal changes, for any kind of construction contract having a 
provision for arbitration, was developed to the point where the 
delegates felt the document might profitably be submitted for the 
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criticism of the conunittees of the various societies they represented. 
This universal agreement as adapted for railway construction is as 
follows: 

This Aqkeement made the day of in 

the year Nineteen Hundred and by and between 

hereinafter called the Constructor, and 

hereinafter called the Company Witnesseth, that the 

Constructor and the Company for the considerations hereinafter named agree 
as follows: 

Article I. Scope of Work. The Constructor shall perform all the work 
shown on the Drawings and described in the Specifications entitled 

(Here insert the caption descriptive of the work as used in the Proposal, General Conditions, Spec- 
ifications and upon the Drawings) 

prepared by 

acting as, and in these Contract Documents entitled the Chief Engineer, and 

shall do everything required by the General Conditions of the Contract, the 

Specifications and the Drawings. 

Article II. Time of Completion. The work to be performed under this 

Contract shall be substantially completed 

(Here insert the date nr dates of completion, commencement if desired, and stipulations as to 
liquidated damages, if any) 

Article III. The Contract Sum. The Company shall pay the Con- 
structor for the performance of the Contract, subject to additions and deduc- 
tions as provided herein, a sum of money as follows 

(Here insert either a lump sum or unit prices and approximate quantities) 

Where the quantities originally contemplated are so materially changed that 
the application of the agreed unit price to the addition or deduction is shown 
to create a hardship to the Company or the Constructor, there shall be an 
equitable adjustment of the Contract to prevent such hardship. 

Article IV. Progress Payments. The Company shall make payments 
on account of the Contract as provided therein as follows : 

On or about the day of each month ninety per cent of 

the value, proportionate to the amount of the Contract, of the labor and 
materials incorporated in the work and of materials suitably stored at the 
site thereof up to the first day of that month as estimated by the Engineer, 
less the aggregate of previous payments 



(Insert here any provision to be made for limiting or reducing the amount retained after the work 
reaches a certain stage of completion) 

Article V. Acceptance and Final Payment. The Engineer shall promptly 
make final inspection for acceptance upon receipt of written notice that 

the work is ready for such inspection, and shall within 

days after the Constructor has fully completed the work make a final estimate 
of the work performed, and shall execute a certificate over his signature 
stating that the work provided for in this Contract has been completed and 



^34 BEPOET OF COMMITTEE 

accepted by him under the terms and conditions thereof; and the entire 

balance found to be due the Constructor shall be paid to him within 

days after he has fully performed all of his contractual obligations. 

If, when the work has been substantially completed, it should develop 
that full completion thereof is delayed through no fault of the Constructor, 
or if for any other reason the Engineer deems it advisable, the Company shall 
pay the Constructor subject to the provisions of the Contract governing liens, 

within days after the date of such substantial completion, 

an amount equal to the final payment less the cost of all uncompleted work; 
but before either this amount or the final estimate is payable the Constructor 
shall submit evidence satisfactory to the Chief Engineer that all pay-rolls, 
material bills and other indebtedness connected with the work have been paid. 

Article VI. The Contract Documents. The General Conditions of the 
Contract, the Specifications and the Drawings, together with this Agreement, 
shall form the Contract, and they are as fully a part of the Contract as if 
hereto attached or herein repeated; the following is an exact enumeration of 
the Specifications and Drawings : 

Article VII. Decisions op the Engineer. The Engineer shall, within 
reasonable time, make decisions on all claims of the Constructor and all other 
matters relating to the execution and progress of the work or the interpretation 
of the Contract Documents. 

Article VIII. Inspection op the Work. The Engineer and his repre- 
sentatives shall at all times have access to the work wherever it is in prepara- 
tion or progress and the Constructor shall provide proper facilities for such 
access and inspection. 

If the specifications, the Engineer's instructions, laws, ordinances or any 
public authority require any work to be specially tested or approved, the 
Constructor shall give the Engineer timely notice of its readiness for inspec- 
tion, and if the inspection is by another authority than the Engineer, of the 
date fixed for such inspection. Inspections by the Engineer shall be promptly 
made, and where practicable at the source of material supply. Inspection 
made at the source of supply shall not constitute acceptance of material 
subsequently damaged. 

If any such work should be covered up without approval or consent of the 
Engineer, it must, if required by the Engineer, be uncovered for examination 
at the Constructor's expense. 

Re-examination of questioned work may be ordered by the Engineer. If 
such work be found in accordance with the Contract, the Company shall pay 
the cost of re-examination and replacement. If such work be found not in 
accordance with the Contract, the Constructor shall pay such cost, unless he 
shall show that the defect in the work was caused by another constructor, and 
in that event, the Company shall pay the cost. 

Article IX. Correction op the Work Before Final Payment. The 
Constructor shall promptly remove from the premises all materials con- 
demned by the Engineer as failing to conform with the Contract, whether 
incorporated in the work or not, and the Constructor shall promptly replace 
and re-execute his own work in accordance with the Contract and without 
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expense to the Company and shall bear the expense of making good all work 
of other constructors destroyed or damaged by such removal or replacement. 

If the Constructor does not remove such condemned work and materials 
within a reasonable time, fixed by written notice, the Company may remove 
them and store the material at the expense of the Constructor. If the Con- 
structor does not pay the expense of such removal within a reasonable time 
therefor, thereafter the Company may, upon ten days written notice, sell 
such materials at auction or at private sale and shall account for the net 
proceeds thereof, after deducting all the costs and expenses that should have 
been borne by the Constructor. 

Article X. Deductions for Uncorrected Work;. If the Chief Engineer 
deems it inexpedient to correct work injured or done not in accordance with 
the Contract, the difference in value together with a fair allowance for damage 
shall be deducted, the amount deducted to be determined by agreement or 
arbitration. 

Article XI. Protection of Work and Property: Emergencies. The 
Constructor shall continuously maintain adequate protection of all his work 
from damage and shall protect the Company's property from injury arising 
in connection with this Contract. He shall make good any such damage or 
injury except such as may be directly due to errors in the Contract Docu- 
ments or agents or employes of the Company. He shall adequately protect 
adjacent property as provided by law and the Contract Documents. He shall 
provide and maintain all passage ways, guard fences, lights and other facilities 
for protection necessitated by public authority and local conditions. 

In an emergency affecting the safety of life or of the work or of adjoining 
property, the Constructor, without special instruction or authorization from 
the Engineer, is permitted hereby to act, at his discretion, to prevent such 
threatened loss or injury and he shall so act, without appeal, if so instructed 
or authorized. Any claim for compensation on account of emergency work 
shall be passed upon by the Engineer. 

Article XII. Changes in the Work. The Company, without invalidat- 
ing the Contract, may order extra work or make changes by altering, adding 
to or deducting from the work, the contract sum being adjusted accordingly. 
All such work shall be executed under the conditions of the original Contract 
except that any claim for extension of time caused thereby shall be adjusted 
at the time of ordering such change. 

In giving instructions the Engineer shall have authority to make minor 
changes in the work not involving extra cost and not inconsistent with the 
purpose of the work, but otherwise, except in an emergency endangering life 
or property, no extra work or change shall be made unless in pursuance of a 
written order by the Engineer, and no claim for an addition to the Contract 
sum shall be valid unless so ordered. 

The value of such extra work or change shall be determined in one or more 
of the following ways : 

(a) By estimate and acceptance in a lump sum. 

(b) By unit prices named in the Contract or subsequently agreed upon. 

(c) By cost and percentage or by cost and a fixed fee. 
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(d) If none of the above methods is agreed upon, the Constructor, provided 
he receive an order as above, shall proceed with the work, no appeal to arbi- 
tration being allowed from such order to proceed. 

In cases (c) and (d), the Constructor shall keep and present in such form 
as the Engineer may direct, a correct account of the net cost of labor and 
materials, together with vouchers. In any case, the Engineer shall certify 
to the amount due to the Constructor. Pending final determination of value, 
payments on account of charges shall be made at the Engineer's estimate. 

Abticle XIII. Extra Work. (This clause as first written was made un- 
necessary by a modification of Article XII. The original number has not been 
altered, as to do this would cause needless confusion at this stage of the work 
of standardization and comparison with existing standard contract forms.) 

Article XIV. Claims por Extra Cost. If the Constructor claims that 
any instructions by drawings or otherwise involve extra cost under this Con- 
tract, he shall give the Engineer written notice thereof before proceeding to 
execute the work except in emergency endangering life or property, and in 
any event, within two weeks of receiving such instructions, and the procedure 
shall then be as provided for in changes in the work. No such claim shall be 
valid unless so made. 

Article XV. Payments Withheld. The Company may withhold or, on 
account of subsequently discovered evidence, nullify the whole or a part of 
any estimate for pa3Tnent to such an extent as may be necessary to protect 
itself from loss on account of 

(a) Defective work not remedied. 

(b) Claims filed or reasonable evidence indicating filing of claims or liens. 

(c) Failure of the Constructor to make payments properly to subcon- 
tractors or for material or labor. 

(d) A reasonable doubt that the Contract can be completed for the balance 
then unpaid. 

(e) Damage to another Constructor. 

When all the above grounds are removed payment shall be made for amounts 
withheld because of them. 

Article XVI. Delays and Extension of Time. If the Constructor be 
delayed in the completion of the work by any act of negligence of the Company 
or of its employes or by any other constructor employed by the Company or 
by changes ordered in the work, or by strikes, lockouts, fire, unusual delay 
by common carriers, unavoidable casualties or any causes beyond the Con- 
structor's control, or by delay authorized by the Chief Engineer pending 
arbitration, or by any cause which the Chief Engineer shall decide to justify 
the delay, then the time of completion shall be extended for such reasonable 
time as the Chief Engineer may decide will compensate for such delay. 

No such extension of time shall be made for delay occurring more than seven 
days before claim therefor is made in writing to the Engineer. In the case of 
a continuing cause of delay, only one claim is necessary. 

If no schedule or agreement, stating the dates upon which drawings shall 
be furnished, is made, then no claim for delay shall be allowed on account of 
failure to furnish drawings until two weeks after demand for such drawings 
and not then unless such claim shall be reasonable. 
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This article does not exclude the recovery of damages for delay by either 
party under other provisions in the Contract documents. 

Article XVII. The Company's Right to Do Work. If the Constructor 
should neglect to prosecute the work properly or fail to perform any provision 
of this Contract, the Company, after three days' written notice to the con- 
structor, may without prejudice to any other remedy he may have, make good 
such deficiencies and may deduct the cost thereof from the payment then or 
thereafter due the Constructor. 

Article XVIII. Company's Right to Terminate Contract. If the 
Constructor should be adjudged a bankrupt, or if he should make a general 
assignment for the benefit of his creditors, or if a receiver should be appointed 
on account of his insolvency, or if he should persistently or repeatedly refuse 
or fail, except in cases for which extension of time is provided, to supply 
enough properly skilled workmen or proper materials, or if he should fail to 
make prompt payment to sub-contractors, or for material or labor, or per- 
sistently disregard laws, ordinances or the instructions of the Engineer, or 
otherwise be guilty of a substantial violation of any provision of this Contract, 
then the Company, upon the certificate of the Chief Engineer that suflScient 
cause exists to justify such action, may, without prejudice to any other right 
or remedy and after giving the Constructor seven days' written notice, ter- 
minate the employment of the Constructor and take possession of the premises 
and of all materials, tools and appliances thereon and finish the work by 
whatever method it may deem expedient. In such case the Constructor shall 
not be entitled to receive any further payment until the work is finished. 
If the unpaid balance of the contract sum shall exceed the expense of finishing 
the work, including compensation for additional managerial and administra- 
tive services, such excess shall be paid to the Constructor. If such expense 
shall exceed such unpaid balance, the Constructor shall pay the difference to 
the Company. The expense incurred by the Company as herein provided, 
and the damage incurred through the Constructor's default, shall be certi- 
fied by the Chief Engineer. 

Article XIX. Constructor's Right to Stop or Terminate Contract. 
If the work should be stopped under an order of the court, or other public 
authority, for a period of three months, through no act or fault of the Con- 
structor or of any one employed by him, or if the Engineer should fail to issue 
any estimate within seven days after it becomes due, or if the Company should 
fail to pay the Constructor within seven days of its maturity and presentation, 
any sum certified by the Engineer or awarded by the arbitrators, then the Con- 
structor may, upon three days' written notice to the Company and the En- 
gineer, stop work or terminate this Contract and recover from the Company 
payment for all work executed and the loss sustained upon any plant or ma- 
terial and reasonable profit and damages. 

Article XX. Damages. If either party to this contract should suffer 
damage in any manner because of any wrongful act or neglect of the other 
party or of any one employed by him, then he shall be reimbursed by the 
other party for such damage. 

Claims under this clause shall be made in writing to the party liable within 
a reasonable time of the first observance of such damage and not later than 
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the time of final payment, except as expressly stipulated otherwise in the 
case of faulty work or materials and shall be adjusted by agreement or 
arbitration. 

Article XXI. Assignmekt. Neither party to the contract shall assign 
the contract or sublet it as a whole without the written consent of the other, 
nor shall the Constructor assign any moneys due or to become due to him 
hereunder, without the previous written consent of the Chief Engineer. 

Article XXII. Co^fSTHUCTOR's Liability Insurance. The Constructor 
shall maintain such insurance as will protect him from claims under work- 
men's compensation acts and from any other claims for damages for personal 
injury, including death, which may arise from operations under this Contract, 
whether such operations be by himself or by any subcontractor or anyone 
directly or indirectly employed by either of them. Certificates of such in- 
surance shall be filed with the Chief Engineer, if he so require, and shall be 
subject to his approval for adequacy of protection. 

Article XXIII. Liens. Neither the final payment nor any part of the 
retained percentage shall become due until the Constructor, if required, shall 
deliver to the Company a complete release of all liens arising out of this Con- 
tract or receipts in full in lieu thereof, and, if required, in either case an 
affidavit that so far as he has knowledge or information the releases and 
receipts include all the labor and materials for which a lien could be filed; 
but the Constructor may, if any subcontractor refuses to furnish a release or 
receipt in full, furnish a bond satisfactory to the Company, to indemnify it 
against any lien. If any lien remain unsatisfied after all payments are made, 
the Constructor shall refund to the Company all moneys that the latter may 
be compelled to pay in discharging such lien, including all costs and a reason- 
able attorney's fee. 

Article XXIV. Permits and Regulations. Permits and licenses of a 
temporary nature necessary for prosecution of the work shall be secured by 
the Constructor. Permits, licenses and surveys for permanent structures or 
permanent changes in existing facilities shall be secured by the Company. 

The Constructor shall give all notices, pay all fees and comply with all 
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations bearing on the conduct of the work 
as drawn and specified. If the Constructor observes that the drawings and 
specifications are at variance therewith, he shall promptly notify the Engineer 
in writing, and any necessary changes shall be adjusted as provided in the Con- 
tract for changes in the work. If the Constructor perform any work knowing 
it to be contrary to such laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, and without 
such notice to the Engineer, he shall bear all costs arising therefrom. 

Article XXV. Royalties and Patents. The Constructor shall pay all 
royalties and license fees. He shall defend all suits and claims for infringe- 
ment of patent rights and shall save the Company harmless from loss on 
account thereof, except that the Company shall be responsible for all such 
loss when the product of a particular manufacturer or manufacturers is speci- 
fied, but if the Constructor has information that the articles specified is an 
infringement of a patent he shall be responsible for such loss unless he promptly 
gives such information to the Engineer. 



BTANDABD FORM OF CONTRACT 939 

Article XXVI. Stjperintbndent Supervision. The Constructor shall 
Iceep on his work during its progress a competent superintendent and any 
necessary assistants, all satisfactory to the Engineer. The superintendent 
shall not be changed except with the consent of the Engineer unless the super- 
intendent proves to be unsatisfactory to the Constructor and ceases to be in 
his employ. The superintendent shall represent the Constructor in his 
absence and all directions given to him shall be as binding as if given to the 
Constructor. Important directions shall be confirmed in writing to the Con- 
structor. Other directions shall be so confirmed on written request in each 
case. 

The Constructor shall give efficient supervision to the work, using his best 
skill and attention. He shall carefully study and compare all drawings, 
specifications and other instructions and shall at once report to the Engineer 
any error, inconsistency or omission which he may discover. 

Article XXVII. Arbitration. All questions in dispute under this con- 
tract shall be submitted to arbitration at the choice of either party to the 
dispute. 

The Constructor shall not cause a delay of the work on account of any 
arbitration proceedings except by agreement with the Chief Engineer. 

The demand for arbitration shall be filed in writing with the Chief Engineer 
in the case of an appeal from his decision, within ten days of its receipt, and 
in any other case within a reasonable time after cause thereof and in no case 
later than the time of final payment, except as otherwise expressly stipulated 
in the Contract. If the Engineer fails to make a decision within a reasonable 
time, an appeal to arbitration may be taken as if his decision had been rendered 
against the party appealing. 

No one shall be nominated or act as an arbitrator who is in any way finan- 
cially interested in this Contract or in the business affairs of either the Com- 
pany or the Constructor. 

The general procedure shall conform to the laws of the State in which the 
work is to be done. Unless otherwise provided by such laws, the parties may 
agree upon one arbitrator; otherwise there shall be three, one named, in 
writing, by each party to this Contract, to the other party and to the Chief 
Engineer, and the third chosen by these two arbitrators, or if they fail to 
select a third within ten days, then he shall be chosen by the presiding officer 
of the Bar Association nearest to the location of the work. Should the party 
demanding arbitration fail to name an arbitrator within ten days of his de- 
mand, his right to arbitration shall lapse. Should the other party fail to 
choose an arbitrator within said ten days, then such presiding officer shall 
appoint such an arbitrator. Should either party refuse or neglect to supply 
the arbitrators with any papers or information demanded in writing, the arbi- 
trators are empowered by both parties to proceed ex parte. 

The arbitrators shall act with promptness. If there be one arbitrator his 
decision shall be binding; if three, the decision of any two shall be binding. 
Such decision shall be a condition precedent to any right of legal action, and 
wherever permitted by law it may be filed in Court to carry it into effect. 

The arbitrators, if they deem that the case demands it, are authorized to 
award to the party whose contention is sustained such sums as they shall 
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deem proper for the time, expense and trouble incident to the appeal, and, if 
the appeal was taken without responsible cause, damages for delay. The 
arbitrators shall fix their own compensation, unless otherwise provided by 
agreement, and shall assess the costs and charges of the arbitration upon 
either or both parties. 

The award of the arbitrators must be in writing and, if in writing, it shall 
not be open to objection on account of the form of the proceedings or the 
award, unless otherwise provided by the laws of the State in which the work 
is to be done. 

In the event of such laws providing on any matter covered by this article 
otherwise than as hereinbefore specified, the method of procedure throughout 
and the legal effect of the award shall be wholly in accordance with the said 
State laws, it being intended hereby to lay down a principle of action to be 
followed, leaving its local applications to be adapted to the legal requirements 
of the place in which the work is to be done. 

Article XXVIII. Execution, Cobbelation and Intent op Documents. 
The Contract documents shall be signed in duplicate by the Company and 
Constructor. In case of failure to sign the General Conditions, Drawings or 
Specifications, the Engineer shall identify them. 

The Contract documents are complementary, and what is called for by 
any one shall be as binding as if called for by all. The intention of the docu- 
ments is to include all labor and materials reasonably necessary for the proper 
execution of the work. It is not intended, however, that materials or work 
not covered by or properly inferable from any heading, branch, class or trade 
of the Specifications shall be supplied unless distinctly so noted on the draw- 
ings. Materials or work described in words which so applied have a well 
known technical or trade meaning shall be held to refer to such recognized 
standards. 

The Constructor and the Company for themselves, their successors, exec- 
utors, administrators and assigns, hereby agree to the full performance of 
the covenants herein contained. 

In Witness Whereof they have executed this agreement, the day and 
year first above written. 

The conference also adopted for the special consideration of rail- 
way engineers and contractors, a set of General Conditions appli- 
cable particularly to railway work and supplementing the Agreement. 
These General Conditions cover the following heads: 

Principles and definitions 
Constructor's understanding 
Serving notice to constructor 
Materials, appliances and transportation 
Property and right of way 
Rights of various interests 
Timely demand for points and instructions 
Staking the work 
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Preservation of stakes 

Reporting errors and discrepancies 

Discipline of employes 

Intoxicating liquors and drugs prohibited 

Hiring company employes 

Settlement for wages 

Fire insurance 

Work adjacent to railroad 

Bond 

Status of the engineer 

Order of completion; use of completed portion 

Suspension of work 

Annulment without fault of constructor 

Removal of equipment 

Subcontracts 

Monthly estimates 

Cleaning up 

The proposed universal form of contract Agreement as applied to 
building work is supplemented by a set of General Conditions 
covering 

Principles and definitions 

Detail drawings and instructions 

Copies furnished 

Shop drawings 

Drawings and specifications on the work 

Ownership of drawings and models 

Samples 

Materials, appliances, employes 

Use of premises 

Cleaning up 

The architect's status 

Applications for payments 

Certificates of payments 

Correction of work after final payment 

Owner's liability insurance 

Fire insurance 

Guaranty bond 

Cash allowances 

Cutting, patching and digging 

Mutual responsibility of constructors 

Separate contracts 

Subcontracts 

Relations of constructor and subcontractor 

No attempt has yet been made to prepare a imiversal form of 
agreement and a set of general conditions for water works construe- 
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tion or for any form of public work, as the delegates and their ad- 
visers have devoted their attention entirely to contracts between 
private parties. Contract forms for public work are more influenced 
by laws and regulations of public commissions than are contracts 
for private work, and the delegates to the conferences believed that 
it was desirable to investigate the less complex case first. 

Your Committee submits the tentative draft of the general 
"Agreement" to the Association with a request that the members 
who prepare contract forms for private work during the next year 
consider the practicability of employing the suggested clauses. 
Your Committee has not yet had an opportunity to study these 
clauses and while it is considering them during the next half year 
or so it will be glad to receive from any member of the Association 
his criticism of any part of the proposed Agreement. Where the 
wording of a clause is criticized the critic is asked to suggest a sub- 
stitute wording. The Committee will be particularly glad to receive 
word of contracts for pubUc works containing arbitration clauses. 

Your Committee requests that this report be printed in the Journal 
and that the Committee be continued. 

Respectively submitted, 

J. Waldo Smith, Chairman, 
Theodoeb a. Leisen, 
John N. Chester, 
Henry P. Bohmann, 
Charles R. Gow, 
Carleton E. Davis, 
Thomas H. Wiggin, 
G. A. Elliott, 
John M. Goodell, Secretary. 



